Sample Letter to the editors
Message: My Medicare patients mean everything

For an elderly patient, a doctor can mean everything: independence, hope, and security. Medicare makes it possible. For a physician, treating our elderly patients is everything. We have cared for many of these patients for years. We know their children and their grandchildren — these patients are family.

I know because I have practiced [specialty] in [city] for [XX years]. The last thing I want to do is tell my elderly patients that I can no longer care for them. Allowing Medicare to collapse is the last thing we need at a time when baby boomers are aging into the program. It's not why any of us went into medicine — to shut doors and turn patients away. This is really a horrible situation for patients and physicians alike. 

If Congress and President Obama truly want health system reform, they must fix the Medicare system. We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula.
Message: Medicare Cuts are Devastating

Texas physicians are deeply concerned about our broken Medicare system and the patients it is supposed to serve. I have practiced [specialty] in [city] for [XX years] and many of my patients are Medicare patients. The last thing I want to do not take care of them because the government can’t one problem with Medicare. 

For the past decade, Congress has failed to fix the flawed payment formula used to calculate what it pays physicians. And each year, the payment cut grows deeper. In fact, Medicare just cut physicians’ payment by more than 20 percent.  A cut of this magnitude is devastating for Medicare patients and the physicians who treat them. 

Right now in Texas, more than 2.5 million senior citizens and people with disabilities, and 850,000 military family members depend on Medicare for health care. This is devastating. We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula.

Message: Congress Needs to Fix Medicare
It’s ironic that in the midst of all the debate on health system reform.  Medicare — the largest health program run by the government — is imploding. The government simply cannot run a health care program without physicians to care for the patients Medicare covers. The current debacle on potential cuts to physician payments is the latest in a series of events where Congress has created a problem but continually fails to address it. How can any of us trust Congress truly to address health care concerns if Congress cannot and will not fix Medicare?

Physicians have been operating under government price controls since 1987. Believe it or not, we have not had a payment increase from Medicare that kept up with cost of running a practice since 2001. If Congress does not fix Medicare, almost half of Texas physicians may have to opt out of Medicare. This is horrible for senior citizens, for Texans with disabilities, and for families in the military who depend on Medicare for health care. This is horrible for the doctors who take of them.

We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula.

Message: I Care About My Patients

I have been taking care of Medicare patients in this community for XX years. As a [practicing specialty], I take of elderly patients who have severe and complicated illnesses. They need a regular care by a doctor, who cares about them and knows their medical history. If I’m forced out of Medicare by the government, where will my patients go for their care? [Add a personal story]

Texas physicians have pleaded with Congress to fix Medicare for the past decade. It is the insurance senior citizens and people with disabilities depend on for health care. It is what our country has promised them. All of us have paid into the Medicare system. We need a permanent solution to protect Medicare. Elderly patients, people with disabilities, and families in the military deserve secure and stable health care. 

If Congress and President Obama truly want health system reform, they must fix the Medicare system. We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula.
