Sample “Dear Patient” letter
Dear Medicare patient:

For a physician, treating my elderly patients is everything. I have cared for many of you for years. I know your children and your grandchildren — you are family.

For some reason, the U.S. Congress wants to break up this family. Our leaders in Washington seem intent on doing everything they can to make it impossible for me to continue to see my patients on Medicare. 

I love my Medicare patients, but Congress is making it harder and harder for me to continue to care for them. I will do the best I can. I may have to limit the number of new Medicare patients I see. I may have to find other ways to cut my costs around the office. But I want you to know that I will continue to be your doctor. At least for now.
I also want you to understand the problem. And I want to ask for your help.

Over the past 10 years, Medicare’s payments to physicians have been frozen. During those same 10 years, the costs of running my practice and overall inflation have been rising. Now, Congress has allowed a huge cut in Medicare payments to take place. All things considered, we’ve taken an 83-percent cut over the past 10 years. Doctors can no longer afford to subsidize Medicare. How can Congress expect doctors to stay in the Medicare program?

Through all these cuts, your Medicare premiums continue to go up. Payroll deductions for working people contributing to Medicare continue to go up. What’s wrong here? 

For 10 years, doctors have pleaded with Congress to fix Medicare. For 10 years, they’ve ignored us and allowed the problem to get worse.

Allowing Medicare to collapse is the last thing we need at a time when baby boomers are starting to depend on the program, too. I didn’t go into medicine to shut doors and turn patients away. This is really a horrible situation for doctors and physicians alike.

Congress understands the problem, but it has refused to take action for years. Every delay hurts more Medicare patients. The time for Congress to act is now. 

It seems to me if Congress and President Obama really want health system reform, they must fix the Medicare system. We need a rational Medicare physician payment system that automatically keeps up with the cost of running a practice and is backed by a fair, stable funding formula.

Doctors are doing all we can think of to persuade Congress to act on this now. But we need your help. We need YOU to demand change TODAY.

Doctors have set up a special Web site to explain the problem to our patients and to give you an easy way to send a message to Texans in Congress. Please go to www.MeAndMyDoctor.com today. Follow the link that says, “Send a message to your U.S. senators and representative.”

Thank you very much. Working together, I hope we can make Congress listen.

If you have any questions, please ask the office staff or me.

Sincerely,

Your Doctor

